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than what just now engages my attention.   You will   therefore
please excuse me for disappointing.

Tours sincerely,

B. G. HORNIMAN, ESQ,.
BOMBAY

From a photostat: S.N. 13566

431.   'AN ASHRAM OF RISHIS9
An article under this heading which has been sent by Deena-
bandhu Andrews has been published in Young India1.
In a city called Marburg in Germany, there is a university
which has been called an ashram of rishis by Deenabandhu in
this article. It contains a readable description of an elderly pro-
fessor who leads the life of a rishi there. The Vedas are studied
on an extensive scale in the Marburg University. And the Vedas
seem to have made such a deep impression on the lives of the
professors who study them that they themselves lead the life of
rishis. Professor Otto seems to be pre-eminent amongst these pro-
fessors. Here is a description of him:2
At the house of Professor Otto, where I was staying, it was indeed
a happiness to be his guest, even for a short time. He has never married.
He has spent his whole life in Vedic scholarship. His hair is white, and his
sister, who is nearly the same age as himself, -now keeps house for him.
She treated me as a mother while I was there, looking after all my
wants, in a very touching manner. Almost from the very first, the glow-
ing, ardent love for India in Professor Otto's heart became -visible to me
through the animation, which lit up his face, while he related to me his
experiences on his different visits. Yet his own health had suffered terri-
bly in India. The malaria, which had infected him as early as 1912,
never wholly left his System; and after his visit to India last year, he
became a complete invalid for many months, lying on his back with
heart weakness. He has not even yet recovered. Yet still India remains
the land of his early dreams, and he has studied every feature of India's
civilization with minutest care. Above all, he has studied deeply the
Hindu religion, not only in the Vedas, Upanishads and Gita, but
also both in its Purinas and in its modern forms of worship. His know-
1 Dated 11-10-1928
2 The following description has been t&ken from Andrews's article   ia
Toung India*